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Oloyne ; and that now, when an alteration is made, the change of residence ia not to the place whence 
they derive the name of their see, but to Queenstown on the Cork rirer. 

This interesting relique, having passed through the hands of different possessors, found its way a 
few years since into the cabinet of a well known southern virtuoso, the Rev. Dr. Neligan, Rector of St. 
Mary's Shandon, Cork. On the dispersion of his valuable collection, it was sold in London, along with 
other articles of virtu. 90th January, 1851, by Messrs. J. Leigh Sotheby and John 'Wilkinson. The 
purchaser was understood to be T. Bateman, Esq., of Yolgrave, near Bakewell, Derbyshire, at the 
price of £3 6>s. Od, 



No, 2.-THE MIRACULOUS IMAGE AND SHRINE OF THE MADONNA 

OF YOUGHAL. 



The Dominican Friary of Youghal was founded in the year 1268, by Thomas FitzMaurice Fitz- 
Grerald, generally called nAppagli, Simiacus, or the Ape. a It was originally placed under the Invo- 
cation of the Holy Cross (S. Crux,) perhaps in allusion to the Family Arms of the Founder ; but, 
subsequently, this was changed, and the House was dedicated to St. Mary of Thanks, (S. Maria Gratia- 
rum,) b on account of a much-venerated Image and Shrine of the Madonna it had acquired. Of 
these we furnish drawings, carefully made for this Journal. They will be found valuable, not only as 
preserving to us an interesting specimen of Mediaeval Art, but as helping to illustrate the records of 
one of the old Monasteries of Ireland. 

And first as to the £: invention" or finding of the Relique, the story of which is sufficiently curious: 
" In the Dominican Convent/' [i.e. at Youghal,] writes M. de la Boullaye le G-ouz, c the French 
traveller in 1644, " there was an Image of the Virgin, formerly held in the greatest veneration in 
Ireland, which arrived there in a miraculous manner. The tide brought a piece of wood on to the 
sands opposite the town, which several fishermen tried to carry off, the wood being rare in this conn- 
try, but they could not move it ; they harnessed ten horses to it without effect, and the reflux of the 

d Our engravings of the Pectoral Cross have been made dieatse fuerint S, Cruci, idque fortassis ob Tesseram Gen- 

from pencilled drawings in the possession of this gentle- tilitiam Fundatoris. Postmodum vero ob devotissimam 

man, to whom we return our grateful acknowledgments, Deipane Iraaginem, de qua protinus net sermo, et Grati- 

These sketches were made from the original by Dr, as (ne dicam miracula) ejusdem Saijctissiinaj Deiparas 

Neligan 's sister, Mrs. Hobert LongSeld, and were beau- Jnterventu impefratas, Coenobium sub Nuncupatione 

tifully copied for this Journal by another Lady, Miss fnit S. Marke Gratiarum" — llibernia Dcminicana, cap. 

R. Green, the Mai), Youghal. nonum, § xx. Num. II. 

a The origin of this appellation will be found in Lodge, c " The Tour of the French Traveller, M. de la Boul- 

(vol. I. p. 02, n.) and to tbo same family tradition the laye le Gouz, in Ireland, A.l). 1644. Edited by T. Crof- 

supporters of the shield of the Duke of Leinster have ton Cruker, with Notes, and Illustrative Extracts, etc. 

been ascribed. London : T. k Vf. Boone, 1837. 

t> «' Porro Mdes Sacrse Cocnobij Dominicani primitus 
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tide brought it near the Dominican convent. Two monks raised it on their shoulders and put it in 
the court-yard of the convent ; and the prior had in the night a vision that the image of our Lady- 
was in this piece of wood; which was found there. So say the Catholics, who have still a great devotion 
towards it ; but the Dominicans having been persecuted by the English settlers carried it elsewhere." 

This legendary story, with but little variations, is still currently repeated at Youghal. a What M. 
de la Boullaye le Gouz heard told in 1044, may yet be listened to at the fireside of the humbler Ro- 
man Catholic inhabitants. Whtn divested of some of its marvel, the tale may have had its founda- 
tion in fact, as thus : — 

A large piece of the wreck of a vessel having come ashore, several fishermen failed with ten horses 
in securing it. The sea having broken it up, a portion was carried near the Dominican Friary, and 
was brought thither by two of the brethren. In this piece was found, or there was picked up at the 
same time, a little ivory image of the Madonna. 

The image is, as we have stated, of ivory, now much worn by attrition and discoloured by age. It 
is, apparently, of Italian workmanship of the fifteenth century. The Virgin Mother is represented in 
a sitting posture, her gaze wistfully fixed on the infant Jesus, who is standing erect on her knee, and 
is supported by her left hand. Her head is a little inclined towards him. Worn as are the features, 
the expression of her face, in connection with her halMasping right hand, is that of exquisite mater- 
nal love. She is crowned ; and from her diadem descend lappets upon her shoulders. Her garments 
are loose, but are cinctured at the waist. The infant's dress is a simple frock or tunic. His face is di- 
rected towards his mother's. His head is bare ; nor is there any appearance of a nimbus around it. 

The Shrine, in which the image is kept, is of silver and once was gilt. Our engravings are of the 
exact size of the original, and accurately set forth all its details. It is a little box or case, about four 
inches in height, by two in width. The top assumes a conical shape, and is surmounted by a cross. 
The front opens with two folding doors on hinges so as to admit a full sight, through a piece of 
glass, of the enclosed image seated on a bench. The leaves of the doors, when thus opened, display 
on the left hand the Crucified Redeemer, with INRI over his head, and emblems of mortality at the 
base of his cross, and on the right hand a saintly figure praying, invested with a " glory." The por- 
tions of the doors above these figures, and the whole back and sides of the shrine, are ornamented 
with incised floriated chasings, done in a free bold style of workmanship. The shrine is inscribed with 
the following legend, in Roman letters : — 

a When a variation is made, it is only by mentioning '• This is the tree that was spoken of to have the picture of 

a " miraculous tree," (as the floating ark of the image) the Blessed Virgin Mary in it. It" was about 6 or 7 in- 

Instead of a *' piece of a wood." A singular MS. history ches long. I have not seen it. My sister had it in her 

of Youghal and its Religious Houses lies before us as hand. She told me of it ; and the persons that had it 

we write,— the composition, we understand, of a local told her, that was the one. It was always kept in the 

seaniachudh now deceased, named Savage, There are North Abbey, that was the Dominican Friary, &c. 

sixteen pencilled illustrations, not badly executed. Of The sketch represents a large tree, uptornby the roots, 

these, No. 11 is "The Miraculous Tree found at the It has been floated in by the tide, and is lyin^r on ths 

Warren, 15th century '' ; and the following is the de- sands. The scenery around is the entrance to Youghal 

scription of the drawing: Harbour. 
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" OK ATE. PRO. ANIMA. ONORIAE. FILOE. IACOBI. DE. 
GEKALDINIS. QUAE. ME. FIEKI. FECIT. AN. DOM. 1617." 
The Lady Honor Fitzgerald, who presented this shrine to the Dominicans of Youghal, was the only 
child of Sir James of Desmond, who having been deeply concerned in the Geraldine revolt in Mini- 
ster was slain in 1579 by the sons of Sir William Burke, and was gibbetted in the market-place of 
Kilmallock. She "first married" (writes Lodge, 6 ) "John Fitzgerald, Seneschal of Imokilly; and, 
secondly, Sir Edroond, son and heir to Sir John Fitzgerald of Cloyne and Ballymaloe, by whom she 
had one son, Maurice of Castle-Liffing, and three daughters, viz. Ellen, married to Dermoid, Lord 
Inchiquin; Mary, to Owen O'Sullivan More ; and Honora, to Patrick, Lord of Kerry." The date 
of the shrine is engraven on it ; but wc consider the image to be nearly two centuries older. 

The possession of this relique brought great fame to the House of Dominicans at Youghal. The 
image became " devotissima" most venerated, as the author of Hibtmia Dominicana informs us. f 
From every part of Ireland, the devout thronged to it for purposes of prayer ; 8 and miracles 
were ascribed to its agency. The monastery itself underwent a change of dedication ; and was now 
denominated " Conventus Deiparse Gratiarum Yeoghelensis," as appears from the Register of the 
Order, dated 19 Feb, 1639-40. Nor was there fame only, but rich offerings were poured in. To 
such amount grew these treasures, that the Provincial of the Dominicans considered them too much 
for a single establishment, and devoted them to the general support of the Fraternity in Ireland. An 
appeal seems to have been made against his decision ; for we find the following Order passed at a 
Most General Chapter, h held at Rome in the year 1644, under the 56th Master of the Dominicans 
Thomas Turk, of Cremona : — 

" Ajpplicamus Eleemosynas omnes, quae fiunt ad devotissimam Imaginem B. Virginis Marice de 
Youghelj in Usum ipsius conventus Toughellensis > nee de ijs infuturum aliter disjponere valeat Provin- 
cialis" — That is, 

" We apply all the Alms which are offered at the most venerated Image of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary of Youghal, to the use of the monastery itself, nor can the Provincial in future dispose of them 
in any other way," 

In the year 1698 the Monastic Orders were commanded to depart out of Ireland, never to return 
on pain of death. The miraculous image of the Youghal Dominicans was confided during their ba- 
nishment to the keeping of Sir John Hore, a Roman Catholic gentleman, who resided at Shandon 
Castle, in the county Waterford. We find it in 1756, (when Bishop Burke was compiling his his- 
tory) once more at Youghal, and in the possession of Thomas 'Kelly, the then prior of the Domi- 
nican community there. It was subsequently transferred to Cork, where we understand it is still 
preserved in the Dominican Friary, dedicated to St. Mary on Pope's Quay in that city. 



« Peerage of Ireland, vol. I., p. 72. ed, 1789. i>A Most General Chapter is explained by Bishop 

f Caput nonum, § xx. Num. IV. Burke, (ffib. Dom. caput sextum. §. x) to differ from a 

eEx universis Hibernim partibus confluere solebant General Chapter, in being equal to three of that nature 

Christifideles, Religioms et Voti causa.''— Ibid. and therefore to have power to make perpetual decrees! 
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^*^ The writer's obligations are due to his gifted friend, Thomas Crofton Croker T F.S.A,, for 
much kind assistance in procuring the illustrations of the Shrine. He would offer his respectful 
thanks to Mrs. Collins, daughter of the Roscoe of Cork, the late James Roche. To this lady's pencil 
the open front view of the shrine is to be attributed. He begs to acknowledge, also, the kindness of 
the Rev. Mr. Russell, Superior, O.S.D., Dublin, and of the Rev, Mr. Carberry, of St. Mary's Priory, 
Cork, through whose permission the other drawings have been made. The whole are now, for the 
first time, given to the public. 



LETTERS PATENT OF JAMES MAC DOXNELL, 

LORD OF THE CASTLE AND MANOR OF 

TENEKILLY, 

IN THE BARONY OF PORTNEHINCH, AND QUEEN'S COUNTY. 

In the last Number of this Journal appeared a valuable historical sketch of the history of the Mac 
Donnells, the Lords of this Manor and Castle, who appear to have settled in this part of Ireland 
about the middle, or towards the close of the 15th century. Like other stout soldiers of fortune 
who obtained settlements in various parts of Ireland, they appear to have held their possessions by 
various grants from the Crown, upon the usual conditions of rendering military services, and pay- 
ments of certain rents. The author of the historical account of the MacDonnells above-mentioned, 
which terminates with a brief sketch of the career of James MacDonnell, born in 1617, appears, in 
his curious and interesting paper, to have overlooked, or not to have been aware of, the existence of 
Letters Patent, granted to him in the 14th year of the reign of King Charles I. A.D. 1631. The 
original of this document is preserved among the Deeds and Muniments of the Earls of Antrim, at 
Grlenarm Castle, in the county of Antrim. 

In the fierce struggle during the reign of this monarch, in which the adherents of the Stuart fa- 
mily in Ireland took no inconsiderable share, the stout MacDonnells naturally espoused the royal 
cause, and the title of James MacDonnell to the castle and possessions at Tenekilly (which he had 
inherited from his warlike predecessors) having been rendered in some measure insecure, he appears 
to have sued out and obtained from the Crown a fresh patent of those estates; and of this it is 
now proposed to give a brief abstract. 

The Patent above-mentioned, which is in the Latin language, begins as follows : 

" Charles, by the grace of God, of England, Scotland, France, and Ireland, King, Defender of the 
Faith, and so forth, to all to whom these Patent Letters shall come, greeting: 

Know ye that We, of our special grace, and certain knowledge, and mere motion, and also by the 
advice, assent, and consent of our well-beloved and very faithful cousin and counsellor, Thomas, Vis- 

2 « 



